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Success
I can’t believe it has been just over a year since I joined the Webber family, 

and it has been nothing short of an amazing experience! 
Before I joined the university, I already knew Webber International 

University was a longstanding educational institution with a rich history. It 
wasn’t until I got here that I realized it has an even brighter future. 

As I said last year, that bright outlook is not a one-person show, but rather 
an orchestrated effort made by an extraordinary team of Webber alumni, donors, friends, and community 
business partners. 

In the 2022 edition of Webber View, I asked that we all celebrate, give, and advance Webber International 
University. Together, we did just that: We created a foundation.

The following collaborative efforts implemented in 2022 bolstered the strength of that foundation: 
  • Warrior Week
  • Alumni Weekend
  • #WhatsUpWebberWednesdays
  • Specialty License Plates 

• On-Campus Legislative Tour
•  Hosting Community Events such as Lake Wales 

Chamber Business Event

Now that we’ve laid the groundwork, it is time to continue to build our institution to new heights. 
Will you help us cultivate the relationships among the university, alumni, and community that are so 

important for our success? 
I hope you enjoy this edition of Webber View as it is a showcase of Webber’s impact, strides, and continued 

opportunities. 
Go Warriors!
 
Sincerely,

Advertise in Webber View
Webber View is mailed to more than 3,000 alumni and 
circulated throughout the university campus and Lake Wales 
community. Think of the targeted audience that offers you 
and your business! Harness the power of our readers by 
placing an advertisement in next year’s edition. For more 
information on advertising opportunities, contact Ryan 
Reis, Director of Annual Fund and Alumni Affairs, at reisrj2@
webber.edu. The deadline for space reservations is Monday, 
January 8, 2024. 

introductionintroduction

The Foundation for  

Ryan Reis
Director of Alumni Fund and Alumni Affairs
reisrj2@webber.edu
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New Health Sciences New Health Sciences 
Center Will Be Center Will Be 
Complete This YearComplete This Year

WEBBER INTERNATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY hosted a 
groundbreaking ceremony on April 
10 to mark the start of construction 
of its new Health Sciences Center. 
The first phase of the center will be 
home to the University’s Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing and Bachelor 
of Science in Occupational Therapy 
Assistant (OTA) program, which 
had already admitted their student 
cohorts for their programs. The 
university began planning the state-
of-the-art facility in 2019 and now is 
set to launch the construction with a 
completion date of August 2023. 

Through these programs, Webber 
International University is looking 
to serve the community by filling 
the need for quality healthcare 
professionals by providing post-
secondary education to the region of 
Southeast Polk County and beyond. 
According to Employ Florida, by 
2028, Polk County will have 4,788 
registered nursing positions open, an 
increased demand of 1.25 percent. 
OTA practitioners will have an 
increased demand of 3.25 percent.

The ceremony included Jay Culver, 
Senior Vice President of Operations; 
Dr. Nelson Marquez, Vice President 
of Institutional Effectiveness and 
Research and Dean for the College 

of Health Professions and Sciences; 
Joe Strickler, Board of Trustees Chair; 
and Leo Alvarado, owner of Leo 
Construction, the contractors for the 
project. 

“A few years ago, Webber 
identified the need and launched our 
Nursing and Occupational Therapy 
Programs,” Culver says. “Today we 
celebrate the next step in addressing 
the workforce’s needs with this 
groundbreaking ceremony.”

On a local scale, Webber’s 
Health Sciences programs serve 
the community in need of qualified 
trained nurses and OTAs. It is 
providing access to healthcare 
education in Southeast Polk County 
that would otherwise be limited to 
residents in the area.

“This is another opportunity 
for us to not only help our local 

community but to help our students 
enter the workforce with meaningful 
careers,” Culver says.

The programs’ respective 
accrediting/oversight organizations 
have approved Webber to admit up 
to 36 nursing students and 24 OTA 
students per cohort. This will enable 
the University to produce 72 nursing 
graduates and 48 OTA graduates per 
year.

“This groundbreaking event, 
which marks the introduction 
of health sciences programs at 
Webber International University, 
is a milestone for the university, 
making Webber a change agent for 
the community by providing access 
to quality nursing and occupational 
therapy assistant programs that 
would lead to rewarding careers in 
healthcare,” Marquez says.  
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FOR EVERYONESomething
Alumni Is Proof That Webber  
Isn’t Just for Traditional Students
by K. MICHELE TRICE

Non-traditional students, on the 
other hand, have a very different 
collegiate experience and path, and 
they bring something nuanced and 
valuable to the college experience, 
both for themselves and for their 
classmates.

Carl Hadden, Webber Class of 
2011, is an excellent example of this.

Hadden attended Webber as a 
non-traditional student, finding 
college to be, in his words, “one of 
four full-time jobs I had at the time.”

He described taking classes full-
time two nights a week and half days 
on Saturdays while also working a 
full-time job and being a full-time 
husband and full-time father of two 
young boys. 

“I didn’t have much of a social life 
back then,” he says. “[Extracurricular/
social/collegiate] activities weren’t 
the path I was on. But it’s important 
to have that academic foundation. It 
opens doors, and it is important to 
give myself more opportunities.”

“I was there to make a better life 

for myself and my family,” he recalls. 
“If you’re a good problem solver, 
you’ll always have work.”

“It was a lesson in time 
management,” Hadden says. Despite 
the challenges, he still graduated 
summa cum laude. 

Special Guidance
Hadden credits the guidance of 

the late Joann McKenna with helping 
him through his time at Webber. In 
her time at Webber, McKenna served 
in many capacities.

“I wouldn’t have been at Webber 
without her,” Hadden says. “I was on 
the fence about what school to go to, 
and I stopped in one day. She walked 
me through campus and then mapped 
out what I had to take every semester 

and showed me how I could graduate 
in two years with my GI Bill.”

Before ever arriving on the 
Webber campus, Hadden served 
more than five years in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and recalls the campus 
as being veteran friendly.

“Every semester, I would say I 
was done,” he continues. “And then 
I’d get a letter in the mail from Ms. 
McKenna. She had already registered 
me. As a non-traditional student with 
the means I had, I’d have taken a gap 
semester and never come back.”

“I’m sure there are many students 
who will share a similar story about 
Ms. McKenna,” he says. 

He is correct in his assessment 
of McKenna’s devotion to non-
traditional learners. The McKenna 
Program for Working Adults was 
established in her honor in 1990.

Hadden continued his education, 
earning his masters of business 
administration from University of 
South Florida in 2018 as part of his 
dedication to be “constantly learning.”

alumnialumni

wWhen most people think of 
college students, an image of 
20-somethings comes to mind, 
exploring life for the first time, 
finding themselves and their 
paths. 
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Inspiring Others
He is currently the Regional 

Director of the Florida Small Business 
Development Center at the University 
of South Florida. He has been with 
the Florida SBDC at USF for 10 years 
now and has served at all levels. 

“It helps to understand what 
support people need,” he explains. 
“We are part of a national network of 
support centers that help any business 
— aspiring or existing — and all are 
connected with institutions of higher 
learning.”

“I’m a firefighter. I put out fires 
all day,” he says laughing. “If there’s a 
problem someone else can’t resolve, it 
ends up on my desk.”

“It’s challenging, but it’s not 
monotonous, and it’s not boring. It’s 
really rewarding,” Hadden continues. 
“If you aren’t challenged, you don’t 
grow. You get complacent. It’s 
important to have a job that pushes 
you to do more.”

The Florida SBDC Network region 

Hadden oversees encompasses 10 
counties and includes 35 employees. 
There are nine total regions within 
Florida.

“You have to deliver every day 
because someone is counting on you 
to do that,” he says. “I have a lot of 
bosses. I work for everybody.”

Hadden invites anyone with a 
business or anyone wanting to start a 
business to contact the Florida SBDC 
at USF. “We are ready and willing to 
come alongside those entrepreneurs 
to help them be successful.”

Anyone located in Hadden’s 
region who is interested can 
contact Hadden’s team at: https://
sbdctampabay.com/

Family Dynamics
Today, the young boys from 

Hadden’s college years are adults. 
Shawn, 24, is active duty Marine 
Corps living in North Carolina, 
and Matthew, 20, attends Warner 
University, where he studies 

agriculture and is on the clay target 
shooting team. Matthew plans to 
go into the Coast Guard following 
college.  Hadden and his wife, 
Pamela, a teacher, are learning clay 
shooting together as a couple as 
they adapt to their new empty nest 
lifestyle. 

“We are enjoying time with family 
and friends.” 
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“It was a tremendous experience,” 
says Marty Leavengood, class of ’82 
and member of that first basketball 
team. “It was terrific. The school 
was small then, and we made 
friends from all over. There was 
great diversity. We had students 
from South America, the Caribbean 
Islands, and the Northwest.”

“It wound up being a pretty 
good melting pot of young kids,” 
he continues. “The relationships 
we formed really have carried on 
through the years. We just always 
found a way to keep in touch.”

Small Campus,  
Big Family

Leavengood describes Webber at 
that time as being like a very large 
extended family. “Very few people 
were commuter students,” he recalls. 
“There were only two dorms, and so 
we were always together.”

“There wasn’t a lot to do then, so 
we made our own fun. Seeing the 
school now just amazes me,” he says. 

Even after graduation, he says 
many of the group stayed in Florida 
and continued to get together often. 

“We were still young. No one was 
married. If there was any excuse at 

all, we would get together. As careers 
and families grew, everybody just 
really made the commitment that if 
something was happening, as many 
of us as possible would be there. It 
was never really talked about, we just 
did it.”

Leavengood says that he was 
closer to five or six of the larger 
group, and that having those 
individuals in his life gave him a 
place to turn for counsel and support. 

“Knowing there was always 
someone there to have a conversation 
with when I was considering moving 
for jobs or moving the family, there 
were these four or five guys I would 
call and talk to and bounce ideas off 
of.”

“That was what it was really all 
about,” he continues. “Having that 
core group to go back to for a variety 

ıIn 1978, Webber fielded its first athletic team, the Webber 
Warriors basketball team. The men who formed that first team 
have stayed in touch ever since, even as their lives have moved in 
different directions through the years.

by K. MICHELE TRICE

FOREVERFOREVER
FamilyFamily

alumnialumni

Alumni From Early ‘80s Create Webber 
Legacy Foundation in Memory of Friend
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of reasons. It always took me back to 
center.”

“When we started getting together 
recently, it was great,” he says. “It was 
like we had never been apart. Our 
waistlines are just no longer in the 
low 30s anymore.” 

Honoring a Friend
Two years ago, when Steve Kelley 

— one of their group of friends and 
a member of that original basketball 
team — passed away, the group 
decided they wanted to honor his 
memory in some way. 

“Steve was a country boy from 
Thomasville, Ga.,” Leavengood 
recalls. “He was just a great spirit. 
He was the type of person people 
gravitated toward. He had a zest for 
life, and he treated people kindly and 
with compassion.”

Kelley eventually returned home 
to Thomasville to practice law, and 
Leavengood tells of the pro bono 
work Kelley did and the work he did 
to help his community. “It was that 
attitude and that view of life that we 
did not want to lose.”

After much discussion, the group 
of friends settled on a foundation to 
assist students at their alma mater 
as a way to honor Kelley. They want 
the foundation to be available to 
all alumni, not just their group or 
former athletes.

“While the idea for this 
foundation came out of conversations 
at a long overdue reunion of friends 
who attended Webber at the same 
time, we hope to expand the 
participation in the foundation to 
include alumni and staff from the 
years before and after us that share 
our passion to remember those who 
have left us,” he says, “and to do 
purposeful acts of goodness in their 
names.”

The Webber Legacy Foundation 
will be known as being founded by a 
group of alumni from the early 1980s 
as a way to remember and honor 
friends who are no longer here. Using 
their spirit for life and sense of caring 
as guiding principles, the foundation 
will provide financial support for 
both educational and humanitarian 
needs of deserving Webber students, 
as well as faculty and staff. 

“And as a reminder of the special 
connection we hope to establish with 
these gifts, the awards will be made 

in the names of our friends that we’ve 
lost over the years,” Leavengood says.

“It is our intent to use this 
framework to provide assistance 
and support to deserving recipients 
for years to come,” he continues. 
“We invite any like-minded Webber 
alumni to join our mission.”

If you would like to learn 
more about the Webber Legacy 
Foundation, contact Ryan Reis, 
Director of Annual Fund and Alumni 
Affairs, at reisrj2@webber.edu.  FOREVERFOREVER

Webber Legacy Foundation
The Webber Legacy Foundation was founded in 2023 by a group of 
alumni from then-called Webber College from the early 1980s as a way 
to remember and honor our friends that are no longer with us. Using their 
spirit for life and sense of caring as guiding principles, the Foundation 
will provide financial support for both educational and humanitarian 
needs of deserving Webber students, as well as faculty and staff. And 
as a reminder of the special connection we hope to establish with these 
gifts, the awards will be made in the names of our friends that we’ve lost 
over the years.

While the idea for this foundation came out of conversations at a long 
overdue reunion of friends who attended Webber at the same time, we 
hope to expand the participation in the Foundation to include alumni 
and staff from the years before and after us that share our passion 
to remember those who have left us…and to do purposeful acts of 
goodness in their names. It is our intent to use this framework to provide 
assistance and support to deserving recipients for years to come. We 
therefore invite any like-minded Webber alumni to join our mission.  
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On Path to Coaching Career, Webber  
Was ‘Right Opportunity at the Right Time’
by TERESA SCHIFFEReEDWIN THOMPSON had a reputation at Webber International University 

for smashing records, and now he’s making a similar name for himself in 
his career coaching baseball at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. 
Even starting out in the middle of the pandemic couldn’t slow his roll, as 
Thompson led the Georgetown Hoyas through a historic 2022 season.

A born athlete, Thompson grew up 
in Maine surrounded by a supportive 
network of family and friends and 
playing three or four sports throughout 
high school. He attended Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., followed 
by the University of Maryland, before 
deciding on Webber International 
University as the school he wanted to 
graduate from with his Bachelor of 
Science degree in general business.

“Athletics and baseball were a big part 
of my life,” Thompson says of his early 
years and what drew him to Webber. 
“That opportunity presented itself, and 
at the same time I knew I wanted to be 
involved in business when I was done, 
and they had a good reputation. Plus, it’s 
Florida!”

Thompson graduated from Webber in 
2003. He went on to play for a year with 
the independent Northeast League team, 

the Bangor Lumberjacks, in his home 
state of Maine, where he developed a 
keen interest in coaching and teaching.

After his year in the minors, he 
spent four years at University of Maine 
Farmington as an associate head coach 
and recruiting coordinator, then two 
years as head coach at NCAA Division 
III Bates College in Maine. Thompson 
then went on to Duke University to serve 
as assistant head coach and recruitment 
coordinator for the 2011 and 2012 
seasons. From 2013–2015, he was at 
the University of Georgia as a pitching 
coach, and then he was head coach at 
Eastern Kentucky University until 2020, 
when Georgetown called. He’s now in his 
19th year coaching college baseball.

Thompson started at Georgetown in 
September 2020, but because of COVID 
he did not get to actually meet his team 
until the following March.
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DREAMSDREAMS
On Path to Coaching Career, Webber  
Was ‘Right Opportunity at the Right Time’

The great thing about  
Webber is the community,  
the people. The professors  

were so flexible, as a student 
athlete to be able to pursue 
my dreams, they were very 
supportive. It felt like home  

when I got there. It was a great 
place to learn, to grow.  

At that time in my life that was 
just what I needed.

— Edwin Thompson

“We had seven days to practice before our first 
game, and we played,” Thompson laughs, “so it 
was sort of a wild year.”

That first uncertain year of unusual 
circumstances may have been a rocky start, but 
the team just celebrated a stellar 2022 season.

Thompson led the Hoyas as they broke one 
school record after another, winning 32 games, 
hitting 98 home runs and 925 total bases while 
giving the school its first winning season since 
1986.

When he thinks back to his time at Webber 
International University, Thompson recalls 
how the school’s welcoming environment and 
kind staff fostered a spirit of teamwork and 
cooperation. In his senior year, he and his 
Warrior baseball teammates broke the school’s 
record with 37 wins and, for the first time ever, a 
trip to the regional playoffs.

“The great thing about Webber is the 
community, the people,” Thompson says. “The 
professors were so flexible, as a student athlete 
to be able to pursue my dreams, they were very 
supportive. It felt like home when I got there. It 
was a great place to learn, to grow. At that time in 

my life that was just what I needed. It really gave 
me a good foundation.”

Thompson credits his teachers for creating an 
atmosphere conducive to success, and he remains 
grateful for the excellent preparation for life 
beyond the university that he received there.

 “I’ve been able to coach for Team USA, I’ve 
been able to coach a lot of really great players, 
and that’s taken me to a lot of really great places,” 
Thompson says. “I think the best part is that 
I’m head coach at Georgetown now, and that’s a 
dream in itself to be a head coach at a Division 
I school, especially coming from a smaller 
school. It just shows that it doesn’t matter where 
you start, it’s how you take advantage of an 
opportunity once you have it.”

For him, Webber was the right opportunity at 
exactly the right time.

“My journey has been unique,” he concludes, 
“and Webber gave me that foundation, that belief 
that I could do anything, and allowed me to grow 
as a person at a time when I needed to grow. I 
always say, ‘Dream big!’ And I really believe that. 
Going to Webber was the greatest thing in the 
world.” 
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LOGGING OFFLOGGING OFF
Retiring CIS Professor Reflects on Life, 
Change, and the Lessons He Imparted
by PAUL CATALA

Now, after teaching for roughly 
50 years —the last 39 at Webber 
International University — he is 
wrapping up one of those chapters of 
his life. 

Wunker, who taught Computer 
Information Systems (CIS) at 
Webber International University, is 
retiring from Webber this year.

His first day at the university was 
July 1, 1984, after he was hired as 
the school’s Director of Computer 
Services. In addition to that role, 
he taught computer courses each 
semester, including summers. That 
love for teaching and introducing 
students to new technologies 
remained his passion, driving him 
throughout the entirety of his career.

“My desire since the eighth grade 
in Indiana was to become a teacher,” 
he says. 

“My college experience was 

selected to fulfill that goal. Lake 
Wales High School and Webber 
International University have given 
me a 50-year lifelong career in 
teaching.” 

After beginning his teaching 
career at Webber, Wunker 
simultaneously worked to obtain 
his Doctor of Science degree in 
Information Science from Nova 

Southeastern University in Fort 
Lauderdale. He resigned from his 
position as Director of Computer 
Services to become a full-time 
Webber professor in CIS, teaching 
physical science courses as part 
of the school’s general education 
requirements. When Deborah 
Milliken became Webber’s Academic 
Dean, Wunker became the Chair 
of General Education, a position 
in which he remained until his 
retirement.

Now, the longtime Babson 
Park resident looks forward to 
spending time with his wife of 50 
years, Brenda, son, and daughter, 
and being the best “Pepa” to nine 
grandchildren. It’s a lifestyle that 
he says will allow plenty of time 
to reflect on his years of teaching 
and steadfast beliefs about the 
profession.

Throughout his career, he went 
beyond just teaching students 
computer and computational skills. 
He taught critical reasoning skills, 
giving them a better understanding 

dDr. Charles Wunker says there are certain characteristics 
that have helped define his life. Among them are religion, 
family, and his career as a professor.

facultyfaculty

2008

2008
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of some of the world’s idiosyncrasies, 
and the communications skills 
they would need to be effective and 
successful. 

“In science, I believe in 
the importance for students 
to see and experience nature 
and its relationships through 
experimentation … I want each 
graduate to question everything. 
… to find out for yourself what is 
real and what is true,” the Kentucky 
native says. 

Those beliefs have always been 
evident in Wunker’s approach 
to teaching and interpersonal 
interactions with students, says Dr. 
Elfie Farchmin, professor of Sport 
Business Management and Faculty 
Athletics Representative at Webber.

Dr. Farchmin has been a friend 
of Wunker’s for 19 years and 
considers him one of her mentors. 
She says gained a lot of knowledge 
about academia working with 
him on university committees and 
through everyday conversations in 
the hallway. 

“He has helped guide Webber’s 
curriculum during my time here,” 
she says. “I will truly miss our 
hallway conversations and Webber 

will miss his thoughtfulness and 
knowledge,” she says. 

 Dr. Phil Murray, a professor 
of economics at Webber, adds that 
Wunker’s teaching and expectations 
for student achievement contributed 
to the university’s high educational 
standards. He knows Wunker to be 
well-respected in his profession and 
on good terms with his students. He 
considers the retiring doctor to be a 
well-rounded scholar and a steadfast 
teacher.

“Charlie (Wunker) had been at 
Webber about 10 years longer than 
me. I figured that if someone could 

teach as well as Charlie does and be 
as happy as he is, Webber would be a 
good place to stay,” says Murray. 

Over the years, Wunker says he’s 
seen quite a few changes at Webber, 
namely in the number of students, as 
well as the expansion and update of 
facilities, programs, social activities, 
organizations, and other facets of 
college life. When he first started, 
the university had just more than 
200 students; there are now nearly 
850. Although he says Webber is still 
considered “a small university,” the 
growth during his tenure has been 
very palpable, particularly regarding 
classroom technology.

At the beginning of his 
tenure, Wunker remembers 
one small classroom filled with 
microcomputers that were 
minimally adequate for instructional 
use.  But over the years, he helped 
with the expansion of the computer 
laboratory to include standalone 
personal computers networked 
to Webber’s current Citrix cloud 
computing and virtualization 
technology. 

Although Wunker says he’s glad 
to have been around to experience 
all the advancements and growth, he 
adds that he’ll miss the more close-
knit social structure Webber had 
during those years.  

“I’ll miss the ‘Webber 
Nights,’ that’s a social meal with 
administration, faculty and students, 
the student party every Saturday 
night, and the faculty volleyball 
team playing in the intramural 
program,” he says. 

While Wunker will be spending 
more time with family and 
grandkids now, he says he’ll miss 
working with the faculty and staff 
members he calls “family.” He says 
after 39 years, he developed good 
relationships with so many people.

“I will take with me the fond 
memories of being part of this 
family. My greatest regret is not 
taking more photos – to have those 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

2018 Oath of Office with  
Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd  

2011, stargazing at Bok Tower
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“I went there sight unseen,” Lampe 
recalls. “I applied, I was accepted, and 
my parents drove me from Miami to 
Babson Park – very adventurous in 
those days! Once I got there, it was 
kind of love at first sight. I enjoyed 
my two years there more than I could 
have imagined.”

Lampe graduated in 1983 with 
an Associate Degree in International 
Travel and Tourism. She went on to 
obtain her bachelor’s degree from 
Florida International University in 
Miami, where she worked as a travel 
agent and then as a regional sales 
director for an airline.

“Those two years taught me quite 
a bit to continue on in life,” Lampe 
says of how Webber had prepared her 
for those next steps.

In 1994, she decided that she 
wanted to go home to Aruba. She 
continued working for the airline, 
until the events of 9/11 spurred 
massive layoffs in that industry. In 
2002, she began to move in a new 
direction professionally.

“The opportunity arose to work 
with a brand new wedding planning 
company,” says Lampe. “I freelanced 
with them for a couple of years, and 
when my boss sold the company I 

decided to buy it in 2005, and the rest 
is history!”

Ceremonies and Celebrations in 
Aruba is the company that Lampe has 
operated since 2005, making dreams 
come true by facilitating island 
weddings for couples who travel from 
far and wide for the perfect nuptial 
ceremony on a picturesque beach in 
the Caribbean.

“We offer weddings for people 
that do not live on the island,” Lampe 
describes. “They contact us, they let 
us know their wishes, they give us 
their budget, and we set it all up for 
them. All they have to do is bring 
their partner, their rings, and their 
guests. We’ll take care of everything 
else.”

Guests are encouraged to 
work with a travel agent to find 
accommodations suitable for their 

lLISSY LAMPE was born and raised in Aruba before the small 
Caribbean island became a major tourist destination, and she 
knew that when she graduated from high school she was going to 
go to college abroad. When she learned of Webber International 
University, she was immediately drawn to the school.

by TERESA SCHIFFER

EVER AFTEREVER AFTER  
HappilyHappily

Degree Led 
Lissy Lampe to Say  
‘I Do’ to New Venture 

alumnialumni
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wedding party and traveling guests 
at the best possible rates, and then 
Ceremonies and Celebrations 
handles all the pertinent details for 
the ceremony and reception. 

“Most people who come to Aruba 
will come here for the beach and our 
magnificent sunsets,” Lampe says. 
“We usually start the ceremony about 
45 minutes to an hour before sunset 
time. Then once the sun has set, we 
set up their reception dinner at the 
location of their choice.”

Because Aruba is a Dutch island, 
the process of getting married differs 
slightly from what is done in the 
U.S. Couples must first go to the 
town hall in the morning for the 
civil ceremony, attended only by the 
couple and witnesses, then later in 
the day they can hold their service 
with friends and family on the beach.

Lampe is proud to play an integral 
role in the lives of happy couples 
embarking on a cherished and time-
honored journey of mutual devotion, 
and she relishes the opportunity to 
share the idyllic island she calls home 
with so many people in love. Each 
year, Lampe’s company organizes 
a particularly special event for 
couples wishing to reaffirm their 
commitment to each other.

“Since 2017, we’ve been setting 
up the Aruba I Do (Vow Renewal 
Ceremony) event where over 
100 couples renew their vows 
simultaneously. It’s the largest 
renewal of vows in the Caribbean. 
My company was lucky enough to 
be chosen by the Aruba Tourism 
Authority to set this up, and it’s been 
a raving success,” Lampe details. “It’s 
a beautiful ceremony, also at sunset. 
You can’t get bigger than that!”

She goes on to describe the way 
the participants in the Aruba I Do 
event and other brides have touched 
her emotionally over the years.

“There are so many beautiful 

stories of little girls who have been 
coming to Aruba since they were 
2 years old or younger, and always 
vowed that when they got married 
they’ll get married in Aruba, and to 
see the smiles on these girls’ faces is 
just priceless. When I see the bride 
walk down the aisle with a great big 
smile, going toward the groom, it just 
fills my heart.”

Thinking back, Lampe credits 
her time at Webber International 
University for preparing her to work 
closely with families as she helps 
them plan the nuptial celebrations. 

“When I reached Webber, I was 
a fresh 19-year-old in the early ’80s. 
The classes that I took, the way we 
had to make things work, we were 
living in a very small community. 
Setting up a wedding is like being 
part of a little community. You 
become part of their family.”

Just as Lampe nostalgically 
reminisces about her time spent at 
Webber University in Babson Park, 
many families will look back on their 
experience with her in Aruba with 
fond memories to treasure forever.  

EVER AFTEREVER AFTER  
HappilyHappily
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Webber Mourns Passing of 
Women’s Bowling Coach 
Randy Stoughton 
by PAUL CATALA

Stoughton, who steered the 
Webber International University 
women’s bowling team from its 
inception in 2010 until the 2021-22 
season, died of cancer in January. He 
was 68. 

In the years he led the team, 
he garnered state and national 
titles. Among the most notable: 
In the inaugural year, he led the 
team to the Intercollegiate Team 
Championships, an accomplishment 
repeated again  in 2012 and 2016. 
In addition, he coached the team to 
victory in the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) 
Championships in 2013 and 2014.

The team is now led by Del 
Warren and Ruben Ghiragossian. 
Warren says Stoughton elevated the 
women’s collegiate game in bowling 

not just for Webber, but at the 
university level and beyond. He says 
Stoughton’s coaching style was direct.

“He always said, ‘I don’t coach 
women like they’re women; I 
coach them like bowlers,’ ” Warren 
remembers. 

Warren is now vice president of 
the Kegel Training Center, a 12-lane 
bowling training facility in Lake 
Wales where the Webber men’s and 
women’s bowling teams train. 

When Stoughton took over and 
led the women to a No. 1 ranking 
going into nationals that first year, the 
team made nationals and won it with 
only six players. His players included 
Diana Zavjalova, one of the top five 
female bowlers in the world who set 
an all-time televised bowling record 
for two games. 

“He had the innate ability to push 
these girls even to the brink of tears 
to get the best out of them,” Warren 
says. “He warned them they would 
love him for it. What Randy did 
was unbelievable. He set records for 
women.”

Stoughton started coaching at 
the Kegel Training Center in 2003.  
During his tenure there, he became 
a United States Bowling Congress 
(USBC) Gold level coach.

Stoughton first got into bowling at 
13 when his neighbor asked him to 
join a local league. Stoughton bowled 
a 130 in that first game, and he 
discovered a new passion in bowling. 
Along with bowling, he became what 
his niece, Lindsey Stoughton, calls a 
“pinball wizard” and he also began 
golfing and bowling for his high 
school teams. 

After he graduated from 
Indianapolis’ Arlington High School 
in 1972, Stoughton became a scratch 

RANDY STOUGHTON WILL BE REMEMBERED as 
many things: coach, cheerleader, motivator. And he will 
definitely always be remembered as a Webber Warrior. 
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golfer and joined the Professional Bowlers Association 
tour. He learned the skill of drilling finger holes 

into bowling balls and was an integral part of the 
development of new bowling balls. 

Stoughton worked for Ebonite International, 
a bowling ball and equipment manufacturing 
company, and was a tour representative for 

the Professional Bowlers Association and the 
Professional Women’s Bowling Association. 
“Everything Randy pursued, he was good at, but the 

love of his life was coaching,” says Lindsey Stoughton. “Randy 
had an unparalleled impact on the bowling world and will 
forever be loved by his family, students, and friends,” 

In a YouTube video from 2015, Randy Stoughton says 
Webber’s bowling program automatically brings positive 
attention to the school, its academia, and its sports. 

“We’re a six-time national championship team, and that has a 
prestige that goes along with it. The value of the diploma and the 
education that you get at Webber as a business school is highly 
regarded in the business community,” he said. 

Stoughton’s family and friends held a Celebration of Life 
ceremony for him Feb. 12 at the Kegel Training Center. In his 
honor, a bowling scholarship program for Webber students has 
been established in his name. 

visual memories.” 
As Wunker starts a new chapter 

of his life, he already has his sights 
set on projects he couldn’t dedicate 
much time to while working. Some of 
those include updating his genealogy 
records, getting more involved 
with ham radio, continuing to play 
trumpet in his church praise band, 
and participating with the Lake Wales 
Brass. 

He hasn’t ruled out a bit of travel 

across the country, he says, and 
he may even return to work as an 
adjunct professor. 

His parting word of advice for 
those he’s taught and those yet to 
come: There isn’t any education 
worth having if students didn’t work 
hard to achieve it.

“Put in the long hours and 
develop knowledge and skills. 

Webber wants to be proud of what 
you have accomplished as a student 
and will accomplish as a graduate. 
But more important, make yourself 
proud – proud that you held nothing 
back in order to achieve your very 
best. As I retire, I wish Webber — the 
institution, faculty, staff, students, 
and alumni — a successful future. 
Keep the dream alive.”  

Logging Off, continued from page 13

2015, with professors Gould and Schwarze

2022, ping pong  with Dr. Shieh 
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Webber Alum Chasanoff  
Pulls in Even More Accolades 
by PAUL CATALA

ıIN HIS JUNIOR YEAR at Webber International University, Tommy 
Chasanoff won a silver medal in the 100- and 200-meter races and a gold 
medal in the 400- and 800-meter races at the 2011 Parapan American 
Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.

alumnialumni
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Those medals were just some of 
the initial accolades Chasanoff has 
garnered for his participation in the 
Paralympics, a series of international 
contests for athletes with disabilities. 

He was born with cerebral palsy, 
which affects mobility, control 
of extremities and motor 
coordination, making regular 
handwriting and even tying his 
shoes difficult.

But that didn’t stop Chasanoff 
from excelling in sports, and it 
certainly hasn’t hampered his 
professional career as a noted 

Sports Information Director 
(SID). He is now in his seventh 

year as SID at the University of the 
Cumberlands in Williamsburg, Ky., a 
private, Christian university with an 
enrollment of about 18,000.

Over the past five years, 
Chasanoff, 35, has garnered 
recognition in the field of sports 
information and continues to 
annually gain accolades. 

This past February, Chasanoff 
received the College Sports 
Communicators College Division 
Rising Star Award. He’s the first 
Cumberlands Patriot and the 
third NAIA SID to earn the 
recognition. The Rising Star award 
was first presented in 2006 and is 
given annually to one university 
representative and one college 
representative. Chasanoff will be 
recognized during the 2023 CSC 
Convention in Orlando in June.

“It’s a tremendous honor to be 
receiving the CSC Rising Star Award 
as it’s voted on by my colleagues. My 
staff and I have strived to provide 
the best coverage for our student-
athletes, coaches, and teams since I 
began in the profession,” he says.

“This honor would not be possible 
without the rest of my staff and our 
administration that believed in our 
vision, as well as my colleagues, 

coaches, and professors who have 
helped me along the way.”

In June 2020, he was  the 
recipient of the 2019-20 Mid-South 
Conference Bill Sergent Sports 
Information Director of the Year, 
which he also won in 2017-18. That 
award is named after a beloved 
longtime Cumberlands SID who 
spent 24 years in the role for the 
university. He left that position in 
2001, and the award was named after 
him in the 2002-03 academic year. 

In September 2020, Chasanoff 
was recognized as the National 
Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics’ (NAIA) Sports Information 
Director of the Year. He currently 
serves as 2nd vice president of 
NAIA-Sports Information Directors 
Association, the sports information 
board for NAIA. He also serves on 
the NAIA cabinet for the College 
Sports Communicators and on the 
NAIA National Administrative 
Council.

Chasanoff – who calls 
Williamsburg, Ky., home – says 
Webber not only gave him a solid 
foundation for sports but also a 
strong basis for life in general. At 
Webber, he took sports information 
classes, wrote for the school 
newspaper, and completed an 
internship while he was a senior that 
led him into the field of directing 
sports information. 

“That kind of opened a great 
career path for me. It took me a while 
to get into it, but once I started going 
down that career path, I always go 
back to Webber and the foundation I 
learned there and use my marketing 
background as a foundation for how 
I’m creating this department,” he says.

Other notable events for which 
Chasanoff worked as Cumberlands’ 
SID includes the NAIA swimming 
and diving championships March 1 
to 4 in Columbus, Ga., the 14th he’s 

worked as an NAIA coordinator, all 
part of a personal mission to help 
grow NAIA recognition. 

“I think the big thing for me as 
someone who went to an NAIA 
school is that I’m very aware of how 
good the NAIA is and the talent it has 
in it. I want to continue to grow that 
as a professional and continue to do it 
at an NAIA school,” he says. 

In addition to his successes in 
the Paralympic games, Chasanoff 
says he’s particularly proud of his 
successes in building national 
and international recognition for 
Cumberlands athletics. He says 
he’s been able to balance a passion 
for sports with understanding the 
creative and administrative sides of 
publicizing them. At Cumberlands, 
he and his staff of seven do 
everything in-house to better focus 
publicity in everything from social 
media to marketing and statistics.

“They are constantly working 
to make sure they are providing 
the best coverage for every team. 
We want to elevate every sport as 
much as we can,” says Chasanoff, 
who has guided communications 
and media efforts for the University 
of the Cumberlands Patriots’ 
athletics department, managing the 
communications of 28 varsity sports 
in written and digital mediums.

Chasanoff says he has plenty of 
goals down the road, utilizing his 
Webber education combined with 
his Cumberlands experience, it’s just 
a matter of when the timing is right. 
He says he might like to become a 
school athletic director or division 
sports director. 

“I think I’ve gained enough skills 
and experiences to put me in a really 
good spot,” he says. “I’m just trying 
to find the right opportunity. At this 
point, I’m at Cumberlands and I’m 
making the most of the opportunities 
here.”  
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WarriorsWarriors

We love to get updates from our alumni. Keep us in the loop! Drop us a line  
telling us all about your latest successes and ventures. Email reisrj2@webber.edu

Alvaro D. Rivadeneira 
I am a Webber International University 

alumni, and this year I started coaching at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. I graduated 
in May 2020 with my Bachelor of Science 
in Marketing Management. I competed 
in cross country and track and field 
during my time at Webber International 
University and was also the president 
of The Warrior Newsletter media team. 
After the pandemic, I started a virtual and 
in-person running club and also private 
coaching business PR Running Club. 

Jordan Barreto 
I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Marketing and Executive 

Communications back in 2020. Since then, I became a Realtor in 
Georgia and recently obtained my Florida license. In my first year, I 
sold $5 million in sales. Since then, I have done over $13 million in 
sales. I was featured in two magazines because of my quick success. 
I have also officially put in notice to run for mayor of Acworth, 
Georgia — my hometown — in 2025. 

I am so glad I decided to go to this university. I learned so much 
from the gifted professors and became friends with so many people 
around the world. I have visited over nine different countries since 
graduating, and that wouldn’t have happened if I didn’t consider 
Webber.
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LOVETTLOVETTA Labor ofA Labor of

Criminal Justice Association Thrives With Help 
From Ben Lovett
by TERESA SCHIFFER

fFOR WEBBER STUDENTS 
majoring in criminal justice, 
the American Criminal Justice 
Association (ACJA) is an 
excellent organization to join. 
The campus-based club gives 
aspiring law enforcement 
agents and court administrators 
practical experience with the 
criminal justice system through 
community projects and 
volunteer work while providing 
a social atmosphere to begin 
developing their professional 
network.
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During their time at Webber 
International University, the students 
who participate in ACJA spend a lot 
of time and energy on fundraising 
events in order to finance their 
annual trip to the ACJA National 
Conference. At the conference, ACJA 
students from around the nation 
gather to competitively demonstrate 
their expertise in handling a crime 
scene, exhibit their academic skills 
with presentations and written 
examinations, and display their 
physical prowess in a daunting agility 
test, all with the goal of bringing high 
honors back to their home schools.

For the past few years, Webber’s 
ACJA chapter has focused its 
fundraising efforts on an enthralling 
dinner theater event that aptly 
captures the spirit of a criminal 
investigation with a bit of dramatic 
flair. 

“We put on a murder mystery,” 
ACJA President Abbey Darress 
explains. “William Lovett had a big 
part in that. He wrote that himself, 
and directed it himself. [It] was 
extremely successful.”

The students solicited donations 
from local companies for a silent 
auction as part of the murder mystery 
event, allowing them to begin forging 
meaningful connections with area 
professionals. 

There are about 20 students in 
the ACJA at Webber International 
University, and William “Ben” Lovett 
is currently the treasurer and the 
mastermind behind the murder 
mystery success. Lovett came to 
Webber after obtaining an associate’s 
degree in liberal arts from Polk State 

College in Winter Haven. He follows 
in his father’s footsteps – Lon Lovett 
not only earned his master’s degree 
at Webber but he is now a professor 
at the college in the Criminal Justice 
Management (CJM) program.

The younger Lovett joined the 
ACJA upon learning that the group 
was in need of a treasurer and some 
assistance with the murder mystery 
dinner show they were planning. 
With some background in theater, 
Ben Lovett was confident he could 
help.

“The murder mystery dinner 
has been a fundraising event that 
the ACJA has been doing for pretty 
much the entire existence of the 
organization,” Lovett recounts. “Dr. 
Peter Barone and Marisa Mark 
started it.” 

After missing a year due to 
COVID, Ben Lovett and Professor 
Lovett took the reins of the 
fundraising production and made an 
important creative decision.

“We decided that instead of just 
doing one of those boxed sets you can 
get from a book store, we’re going to 
rewrite this. We’re going to write our 
own, we’re going to make our own, 
and we’re going to knock it out of the 
park,” says Ben Lovett.

Lovett penned “A Fall from 
Grace,” the thrilling tale of a maid’s 
murder and the suspicion faced by 
members of the aristocratic family for 
whom the maid worked. 

“We really wanted to utilize the 
murder mystery dinner as a way 
to reflect what all we have learned 
through the CJM program,” he 
explains. “From evidence, from 

how a killer will think, how you 
go about presenting that evidence, 
how an investigator will go about 
an investigation collecting that 
evidence, how they would interview 
an individual, all that kind of 
information we really wanted to 
throw into that. We followed that 
same pattern into this year’s murder 
mystery dinner that happened on 
February 18.”

The 2023 murder mystery show, 
set in the American West, was a story 
of vengeance, for a town’s losses at 
the hands of a nefarious villain, with 
enough intrigue and plot twists to 
keep the audience guessing until the 
very end.

While the dinner show event 
is a lot of fun, ACJA has a serious 
purpose, Lovett explains.

“The ACJA is all about teaching 
the future of law enforcement as 
best as they can. It is a national 
organization,” he says. “What we do 
here at Webber is we mainly want to 
focus on those students who really 
want to take criminal justice as their 
future career, and the ACJA is the 
best way to do that because with this 
National Conference we’re going to 
be taking tests and going through 
competitions to show what we have 
learned through the ACJA and 
through our CJM programs.”

There is no doubt that Webber’s 
Warriors will excel in the world 
of law enforcement and criminal 
justice as they take their places in 
the American legal system after 
graduation.   
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Fowler joined Webber in June 
2022 after spending almost 17 years at 
Gonzaga University in Spoke, Wash., 
where she was a professor of English 
and Chair of the Women’s and Gender 
Studies Department. 

“This experience, along with 
my background in curriculum 
development and instruction, will 
allow me to contribute to Webber’s 
mission and to work with faculty on 
improving Webber’s already innovative 
curriculum,” she says. 

As the new Dean of Academics, 
Fowler will also be responsible for 
ensuring that students receive an 
education that not only meets their 
needs and interests but also meets the 
expectations of relevant industries. 
Whether they will be attaining an 
associate’s degree in preparation for 
entering the workforce or pursuing 
a four-year degree, it all starts with 
offering the students the resources and 
classes they need to succeed. 

Fowler has already stepped into this 
role by offering the students various new 
courses and programs. 

“We are working hard to expand 
our course offerings by providing 
students with opportunities to take 
general education courses — such as 
The Sociology of Sport, Social Problems, 
Bias in the Workplace, Critical 
Thinking, and Florida Ecology,” she says. 

“The addition of our Health and 
Professional Sciences programs are 
offering incredible opportunities 
to our students. In fact, the Sports, 
Performance, and Fitness major has 
become one of the fastest-growing 
majors on campus.”

Fowler has also been involved in 
overseeing curriculum development 
and other tasks related to improving the 
quality of the academic experience at 
Webber, as well as providing academic 
counseling and support to students who 
need it. 

She also coordinates with other staff 

members to ensure that the curriculum 
is continually adapting to meet the 
needs of evolving workplaces. 

“I want to work with others on 
campus to improve our retention and 
graduation rates,” she says. “To this end, 
we are increasing our focus on academic 
advising so that students receive greater 
support as they navigate their curricula.”

Fowler says the university is also 
adding college success courses designed 
to give incoming and struggling 
students tools to excel in the classroom. 
In addition, they are adding more 
elective courses to help prepare students 
for entering a dynamic, global economy.

“I’m asking faculty to review all 
programs and courses, looking for ways 
we might revise the curriculum to better 
meet changing trends in the workplace.”

In addition to the new courses, they 
also offer a Career Services program 
to allow the students to participate in 
various internships and explore career 
options around the community.

“Internships have long been 
an important part of the academic 
preparation for our students, so we’ve 
reinvigorated the Career Services 
program aimed at helping students 
explore career options and develop a 
plan for entering the workforce upon 
graduation.”   

dDR. PATSY FOWLER brings a long list of credentials and educational 
experience to the table as the new Dean of Academics at Webber 
International University. Her experience in positions requiring 
communication, organization, and leadership skills will allow her to 
transition into her new position with ease as she communicates with 
the faculty, students, and parents, helps the faculty and students stay on 
task, and helps the school’s faculty and staff work together to maximize 
the efficiency of Webber’s curriculum. 

New Dean of Academics In Tune With 
Evolution of Workplaces
by GRACE HIRDES 
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His CV traces more than four 
decades of experience at institutions 
across Pennsylvania, Illinois, and 
Florida. Now, he brings his expertise to 
Webber International University as he 
serves as the director of the Bachelor of 
Science Occupational Therapy Assistant 
(BSOTA) program. The school became 
the first in Florida to offer this specific 
bachelor’s degree program in 2019.

Occupational Therapy Assistants 
are skilled healthcare providers who 
assist in the evaluation of a client’s 
physical, intellectual, perceptual, and 
psychosocial skills and needs.

Webber’s BSOTA program is one of 
only four in the United States, and it’s 
the only one in the U.S. that includes 
a Health Services Administration 
minor, which is part of the curriculum. 
That component adds additional skill 
sets that graduates can use in clinics 
and practices where they can manage 
rehabilitation services while attending 
to occupational therapists’ duties. 
They aren’t permitted to manage direct 
patient care therapists, but they can 
manage the business aspects of clinics, 
hospitals, or outpatient centers. The 
BSOTA program  is an entry-level, 
120-credit-hour course. 

Laster says occupational therapy 
assistants are in the top three careers 
for longevity and in the top 15 as far as 
entry-level salaries. His goal for Webber 
is to have a maximum of 25 students per 
cohort. 

Laster says Webber’s program 
leads to a candidacy status from the 
Accreditation Council for Occupational 
Therapy Education. The BSOTA 
program admits two cohorts every year: 
fall and spring. As students complete the 
foundational courses, they decide which 
cohort best fits educational goals and 
timelines. 

The BSOTA program at Webber had 
two directors prior to Laster who began 
the process toward accreditation — Drs. 
Nelson Marquez and Betsy Burgos.  

Marquez, vice president of 
Institutional Effectiveness & Research 
and Dean of Health Sciences, wanted 
Webber to offer more health instruction 
programs. 

“It was on track. They had already 
gotten far enough in their accreditation 
process before I got here to have 
permission from our accrediting body 
to have students,” Laster says.

The first fall cohort was four students 
in July 2022 for the three-year program; 
the Fall 2023 class is expected to be 
larger. 

Laster expects to possibly make 
some tweaks to the current BSOTA 
program to help attract more students. 
He says nursing and BSOTA are the two 
hardest curriculum programs at Webber. 
To help get potential students interested, 
he emphasizes the profession’s career 
longevity. He says there is a long job 
lifespan of opportunities for work.

“It’s one of those deals that if you 

get bored with whatever you’re doing, 
you just go to another area of practice. 
Occupational therapy … is practiced 
differently based on the age group, 
location, and the type of practice. There 
are so many different areas you can 
practice with different age groups,” says 
Laster, who focuses his OT work on 
adolescents and young adults. 

He attended Indiana University, 
where he earned his Bachelor of Arts 
in psychology, Bachelor of Science in 
Occupational Therapy, and Master 
of Science in adolescent psychology. 
He then received his Doctor of 
Occupational Therapy from South 
University in West Palm Beach.

Laster says he got into education 
after his father had a stroke in 1976 and 
he had to drive him to rehabilitation. 
That was his first direct exposure to the 
beneficial work occupational therapists 
do. He returned to Indiana University 
in 1980 as an assistant professor for 
Occupational Therapy. 

“That started me in education and 
I’ve been doing it 43 years,” he says, 
adding that he currently has no plans to 
retire.

Laster’s professional OT 
instructional career also included 
tenures at Mount Aloysius University 
in Pennsylvania, Dixon Hospital  in 
Illinois, Midwestern University in 
Illinois; Nova Southeastern University 
in Florida, and the University of St. 
Augustine for Health Sciences. 

wWHILE THOMAS LASTER’S first day at Webber 
International University was in July 2022, he’s 
certainly no stranger to academia.

Laster Brings Decades of 
Experience to Position as 
Director of Occupational 
Therapy Assistant Program
by PAUL CATALA 

READY  READY  
TO LEADTO LEAD
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WEBBER STUDENTS HEAD TO WEBBER STUDENTS HEAD TO 
TALLAHASSEE TO ADVOCATE TALLAHASSEE TO ADVOCATE 
FOR EASE FUNDINGFOR EASE FUNDING

Ryan Reis, Director of Annual 
Fund and Alumni Affairs, and 
Scarlett Hrusecky, ICUF Fellows 
Mentor for Webber, accompanied a 
group of students on an overnight 
trip to Tallahassee on March 15 to 
meet with legislators and advocate for 
EASE funding. 

EASE (Effective Access to Student 
Education) grants make tuition at 
private not for profit colleges and 
universities more affordable for 
undergraduate students in Florida. 

The trip — especially timely 
because the State Legislature is 
debating details of the funding 
— was made in partnership 
with Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Florida, an association 
of 30 private educational institutions, 
including Webber. 

“EASE vouchers were established 
more than four decades ago,” Reis 
says, and because of these vouchers, 
“hundreds of thousands of Florida 
families have been able to attend 

college, earn their degree, launch a 
career, and provide for their families.”

Without EASE vouchers, many 
students would not be able to afford 
tuition to the school of their choice. 
That’s why four Webber students 
— all of whom have received EASE 
funding — wanted to make sure 
legislators understand its importance 
and role for Florida’s future scholars. 

Destinee Alford, Trent Peacock, 
Briceyda Gomez, and Gavin 
Buchannon were able to offer a 
variety of viewpoints because of their 
diverse backgrounds. They shared 
with lawmakers how EASE funding 
affected their school choice and the 

sSTUDENTS AT WEBBER are encouraged to advocate for 
themselves, and they recently had the opportunity to do just 
that.

by GRACE HIRDES 

campuscampus
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freedom it gave them to pursue their 
chosen majors.

The lawmakers weren’t the only 
ones learning during the trip. 

The students met with State 
Reps. Sam Killebrew, Melony Bell, 
Josie Tomkow, Fred Hawkins, and 
Jennifer Canady. Reis says the 
students also had the opportunity 
to tour the Capitol, and they were 
allowed to access the chamber floor 
of the Florida Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Reis says the trip was a great 
opportunity for the students to 
advocate for not only their own self-
interests, but also for those of future 
generations. 

“It was a great experience for the 
students,” Reis says. “It’s the first time 
that these young adults have really 
seen how government and legislation 
works, and it opened their eyes to 
the legislative process. It helped them 
realize that legislators really are there 
to listen to people.” 
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Individuals who are already employed 
with local schools may qualify for special 
funding to help them further their 
training, thereby qualifying teachers 
to move into roles as administrators or 
principals, for example.

“If you are an educator or are 
working as an administrator, then we 
have a specific scholarship amount 
for that,” says Bobbi Andrews, vice 
president of admissions at Webber. “We 
are working on entering an agreement 
with the Polk County School Board 
to give their educators access to our 
program at state rates.”

That way, “Anyone in the education 

field can access the tuition scholarship 
toward the masters of education,” 
Andrews states.

“The master’s degree program is a 
graduate degree program, which is one 
of two graduate degree programs that 
Webber International University is able 
to grant,” says Dr. Nelson Marquez, 
the vice president of Institutional 
Effectiveness and Research. “We have 
the MBA and this is the second, which 
is the Masters of Arts in Education.”

Marquez goes on to describe the 
education program.

“The emphasis of this program is 
actually twofold. The full name is the 

Master of Arts Degree in Education: 
Instructional Design and Curricular 
Supervision,” Marquez says.

“The Instructional Design would 
allow teachers who are already in the 
classroom to develop their instructional 
and curricular design for the courses or 
classes that they teach. The Curricular 
Supervision piece is actually emphasizing 
leadership skills so that if the teacher at 
some point would like to advance their 
role in the school to become an assistant 
principal or principal, that could give 
them that leg up.”

This graduate program can also help 
other types of professionals segue into 

wWEBBER INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY is proud to now offer more options for students wishing to 
pursue or advance their careers in education. Whether you’re looking to get started on a bachelor’s degree to 
teach in your hometown or you currently work in another profession and are interested in moving toward 
teaching in that field, Webber’s education programs can help you reach your goals. 

EDUCATION FOR ALLEDUCATION FOR ALL
Webber Making Continuing Education More 
Affordable for Local Teachers
by TERESA SCHIFFER

BOBBI ANDREWS, VICE PRESIDENT OF ADMISSIONS
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academia. 
“For example,” Marquez describes, 

“we have individuals who may be in 
the healthcare field, and they’re experts 
in the healthcare profession that they 
do. But for them to transition into 
the academic world, a requirement 
is for them to have a background in 
education. If they don’t have a master’s 
in education, then this is an avenue for 
them to continue working as clinicians 
and get the master’s in education, and 
eventually transition.”

For someone to be able to teach 
in Webber International University’s 
undergraduate programs, it is required 
that they have at least a master’s degree 
in education. 

Andrews explains the unique 
appeal of Webber’s education graduate 
program, “What makes it special to do it 
here is that you have the convenience of 
a fully online program, but you still have 
the traditional, long-standing university 
where you are getting a degree from, 
versus a purely virtual school.” 

The program being comprehensive 
online allows for great flexibility in 

organizing coursework around a 
work schedule for busy professionals. 
Students in the program still 
benefit from access to the Webber 
International University campus in 
Babson Park and all of the resources 
offered there. 

To make this certification more 
attainable, the tuition is being 
significantly lowered beginning in 
the autumn 2023 term. The program 
is designed for students to be able 
to complete it within 18 months. 
Designated faculty advisors monitor 
the progress of students to ensure 
that they are working through the 
prescribed coursework at a suitable 
pace and adequate proficiency level, 
guiding them towards a successful 
graduation in less than two years. 

For those who are looking to get 
started in a teaching career, Shannon 
Ryals, Assistant Professor and Program 
Director for the Undergraduate 
Education Programs, describes the 
undergraduate degree program.

“For our Bachelor of Arts in 
Education program, we have three 

concentrations: Elementary Ed, 
Middle Grades Reading, and Special 
Education,” says Ryals. “These are all 
Bachelor of Arts degrees, so that’s a 
four-year program. Our admission 
process for the program will require 
students to have a 2.5 grade point 
average. They’ll need to pass the 
General Knowledge test before being 
officially admitted into the program.”

From that point, the student will 
have a general education schedule 
for the first three semesters with an 
introduction to the education aspect of 
the program, followed by two full years 
of education courses. 

“One of the biggest things we have 
going for us is that we have relatively 
small class sizes,” Ryals elaborates. 
“That lends to faculty being able to 
have a little more one-on-one time with 
the students and facilitating all those 
skills that they’ll need.”

The undergraduate program is 
currently available solely on campus, 
but there are plans to make some 
hybrid opportunities available in the 
future. 

EDUCATION FOR ALLEDUCATION FOR ALL

Tag Your 
Car with
Warrior
Pride!

Get your Webber International University specialty 
plate now. The license plates are a great way to  
display your Webber pride and support the institution 
all at once. You can learn more about the specialty 
tags through your Tax Collector’s Office.

GIVE THE GIFT OF WARRIOR PRIDE!
Specialty license plates make great gifts! The State 
of Florida has a specialty license plate gift certificate 
program. Give the gift of Warrior pride!

VISIT WWW.WEBBER.EDU/ALUMNI FOR MORE INFORMATION



34 | 2023 www.webber.edu

LISTLISTDeansDeans

‘‘

studentstudent

SPRING 2022
Acevedo, Luis Enrique
Acuna, Andrea 
Anderson-Docherty, Connor
Barquin, Brandy 
Bartek, Natalie Elaine
Bedoya, Riveros, Daniel S
Bender, John H
Benton, Dalilah E
Berry, Jacob A
Bertuca, Robyn D
Binns, Tia 
Blackmore, Joshua D
Blazek, Wesley D
Brewer, Cole L
Brod, Michael W
Brown, Camryn J
Brown, Lauren M
Buchanon, Gavin C
Burns, Kristoffer C
Campbell, Lora K
Celia, Alycia M
Cervantes, Julian A
Cordero, Alexander J
Cross, Jack W
Crow, Paysee 
Darress, Abbey R
Day, Hunter J
DeLong, Stephen Paul
Divic, Gabriel 
Domingo, Malia B
Dupre, Israel 
Elhaouaji, Khalil 
Esher, Samantha 
Finstein, Madalyn L
Foraker, Emily 
Gardner, Jaya T
Gilbreath, Cole A
Goncalves de Araujo,  

Ana Clara 
Gordon, Hunter 
Grant, Remington L
Green, Taje A
Greene, Nicole J
Heggen, Savannah R
Hernandez, Nicole 
Hilker, Kristin Leighann
Hilliard, Juliana M
Holden, Kory A

Jarrett, Jazzlyn F
Jones, Hailey R
Kamm, Brea D
Kew, Alexander J
Knowles, Phylicity A
Lasley, Amaya G
Lee, Alohnna-Elyse V
Long, Brian T
Maggard, Mary-Margaret
Major, Alexa M
Manzke, Madison Kennedy
Marciniak, Austin H
Matsunaga, Yasuka 
McCarty, Hannah 
Melo, Zoe 
Mesecher, Matthew T
Mikalopas, Titas 
Milne, James LS
Naranjo, Taishaye 
Neidenmark, Emelie J
O’Bryant, Shalor T
O’Hagan, Brook 
O’Neill, Jaret J
Pacheco, Samantha E
Padilla, Andrea V
Pagan, Mackenzie B
Pelak, Montana-Rae
Perdue, Bianca 
Pothier, Samuel T
Prunier, Berluche 
Putallaz, Juan Cruz 
Ranitovic, Teodora 
Rast, Hannah R
Rey, Reynold E
Rich, Peyton Lee
Robinson, Trevor J
Rosenholm, Carl A
Rosero, Kylie Rose-Elizabeth
Roy, Riley 
Rupe, Hayden M
Sela, Ori 
Sikkema, Bailey E
Skelcher-Maxwell, Jay
Small, Amaya T
Smith, Frania 
Sneed, Sydney O
Stephens, Kaleb P
Stull, Kristina R
Sustachek, Paul George

Swan, Rhiannon M
Swinson, Kayla M
Szabo, Kornel 
Taylor, Jordon K
Terrell, Jaronda N
Thomas, Isaac W
Tisdale, Kiersten I
Velez, Emilie 
Venditto, Michael A
Vigotty, Hannah T
Wagoner, Zach Thomas
Wandick, Dasia L
Weisrock, Sara J
Wilkins, Rebecca 
Williams, Tavion Dashun
Wolstenholme, Allen E
Wyers, Sean M
Zhang, Shuyi 

FALL 2022
Acuna, Andrea 
Arkwell, Tayven M
Arnold, Lily G
Aviles, Genesis M
Barquin, Brandy 
Barreto, Kalesta M
Bartek, Natalie Elaine
Bedoya Riveros, Daniel S
Bell, Brayden C
Bertuca, Robyn D
Blackmore, Joshua D
Blanchette, Samuel W
Brewer, Cole L
Brown, Lauren M
Buchanon, Gavin C
Buchner, Philipp Maximilian
Burns, Kristoffer C
Burton, Cheyenne K
Carr, Joshua Carl
Celia, Alycia M
Centeno, Francisco 
Chillon, Jesus 
Conyers, Rhet Edward
Couch, Courtnie N
Crow, Paysee 
Davis, Madasyn 
Firdman, Alon 
Fleming, Shelby E
Foraker, Emily 

Galvao, Marta Bruto da Costa
Gerber, Bryce T
Gilbreath, Cole A
Goncalves de Araujo,  

Ana Clara 
Gonzalez, Anna Beth
Gonzalez, Samantha
Gromlovits, Tyler Anthony
Grosbois, Astrid H
Hagist, Addison Felicity
Henry, Samuel 
Hernandez, Nicole 
Hilliard, Juliana M
Himes, Linda Cathryn
Hodgson, Harrison S
Holden, Kory A
Hubert, Paige Elise
Jones, Seth A
Jones, Trevor Jeremiah
Kalman, Ian A
Kamm, Brea D
Kidwell, Grace 
Knight, Sa’Miah 
Knowles, Phylicity A
Labbe, Karly Jade
Lackey, Avery Gray
Lang, Ashley nicole
Leuthold, Abigail E
Lima, Joao Vitor D
Link, Mark Joseph
Loo, Jeremiah 
MacNeil, Brett 
Major, Alexa M
Makona, Tinashe 
Marquez Orozco, Ruben D
Melendez, Rodriguez Yarelys 

Ileen
Merritt, Maddison A
Morales, Rodriguez Andres 

Miguel
Moreno, Ernesto 
Mundt, Jordan E
Muniz, Chase J
Muse, Jaren 
Natana, Loro G
Nearing, Victoria K
Nelson, Thomas A
Neveker, Brodey Julius
O’Neill, Jaret J

Ortiz, Juliana M
Pacheco, Samantha E
Padilla, Andrea V
Padilla, Christopher J
Paxton, Ayden Shawn
Pelak, Montana-Rae 
Pereira, Silva Luiz G
Porter, Sydney Nicole
Pothier, Samuel T
Pothmann, Ian G
Proctor, Samantha J
Quintero, Devia Ricardo David
Ranitovic, Teodora 
Reid, Arthur G
Robinson, Breaza R
Rodriguez, Andrew James
Rosenholm, Carl A
Rosero, Kylie Rose-Elizabeth
Rupe, Hayden M
Rzempoluch, Jakub 
Sanchez, Kiersten N
Sela, Ori 
Sheaffer, Branden David
Sigmundi, Kaitlyn M
Sikkema, Bailey E
Singleton, Marcel Tremaine
Sneed, Sydney O
Sonoqui, Erin M
Spagnola, Joseph Vincent
Stacey, James David Pendragon
Stephens, Kaleb P
Stull, Kristina R
Sustachek, Paul George
Tanneur, Romain Christian
Terrell, Jaronda N
Troupe, Reyanna J
Venditto, Michael A
Vigotty, Hannah T
Wilkins, Rebecca 
Wilson, Tyler S
Windom, Ross E
Wine, Kailey Reese
Wolstenholme, Allen E
Wyers, Sean M
Young, Peyten E
Youngblood, Hunter Matthew
Zanin, Kelsie R
Zhang, Shuyi 

Recognizing 
Outstanding 

Achievement

SSTUDENTS WHO EARN a grade-point average 
of 3.5 or higher for 12 or more hours are honored 
and placed on the Dean’s List. Webber International 
University is proud to announce the following 
honorees:

2022
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A D V A N C E M E N T

Make a Mark That Helps Continue the Webber Tradition

A
lumni, students, and friends of Webber International University are invited to make their mark on the campus 
through the purchase of a personalized engraved brick. Your brick will be part of the beautifully redesigned 
International Flag Plaza, located just outside of the Health Science Building, featuring the historic Rogers granite 
monument as its centerpiece. Your name, carved in a brick and placed in the plaza, will symbolize the spirit you 

felt when you were at Webber— the same spirit still present on the campus today!

The International Flag Plaza Brick Campaign is a 
unique opportunity for students, alumni, faculty, staff, 
and loyal supporters of Webber to show their WARRIOR 
pride by donating a timeless gift. What a wonderful way 
to offer encouragement to students. At the same time, you 
can honor or pay tribute to someone important to you 
through your brick’s inscription. Alumni may purchase 
a brick to commemorate their school years, a parent may 
honor a graduate or future graduate, or alumni may honor 
a special faculty member. A brick is a permanent means 
of honoring something or someone special in your life. 
This is your unique opportunity to extend Webber’s proud 
tradition of academic and athletic distinction by paving the 
foundation for a promising future for all Webber students.

In addition to enhancing the overall appearance of the 
Flag Plaza, your contributions to the Brick Campaign will 
be used to support various initiatives aimed at beautifying 
our campus. Projects include: design and landscaping the 
entrance to the campus; beach beautification project; and 
outdoor basketball court for residential students, just to 
name a few. Each 4x8 inch brick will accommodate 3 lines 
of engraving and up to 16 characters per line, including 
spacing and punctuation. Donate a brick today, and invest 
in the future of Webber International University.

For more information, contact Director of Annual 
Fund and Alumni Affairs Ryan Reis at reisrj2@webber.edu 
or 863-638-2918.

Bricks are available in 4x8 inch and 8x8 
inch sizes and are priced at $100 and 

$300 respectively.  Bricks will be installed 
in the order they are purchased.

Scan the QR code with your  

smartphone and order online today, 

or visit www.webber.edu/giving and 

click on the Brick Campaign.
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WEBBER FBLA CHAPTER WEBBER FBLA CHAPTER 
TAKES HONORS AT STATE TAKES HONORS AT STATE 
CONFERENCECONFERENCE
by TERESA SCHIFFER

FBLA provides students with 
an opportunity to cultivate their 
business etiquette, acumen, and 
knowledge. Developing these types 
of skills is ideal for more than just 
the students majoring in business. A 
keen understanding of business can 
help graduates when they enter the 
workforce no matter what their career 
choice.

“Some of these students are not 
business majors – I have students from 
all types of majors,” Muniz describes. 
“This is allowing them to do some 
things that they wouldn’t otherwise 

have opportunities to do at the 
university level in their curriculum.”

“Regardless of the profession 
they will be going into, they’ll be tied 
to business in one way or another,” 
Muniz explains. “Your career path isn’t 
linear, so the more exposure students 
can have to the business world, the 
more they can understand that the 
choices that they make can open up 
exponentially the opportunities that 
they have.” 

Throughout the year, FBLA 
members participate in a number 
of community events, including the 

annual Trunk or Treat at Halloween 
time, and various Christmas-themed 
activities in the winter. 

At the state competition, students 
may compete in individual objective 
testing, in group or individual 
presentations, or group projects. For 
example, Webber FBLA competitors 
created a website for a fictitious 
business in one competition, and 
in another designed a social media 
campaign for a real Orlando-area 
company.

Some of the big winners at this 
year’s Conference were Andrea Acuna 

eEVERY YEAR, DR. JOANNE MUNIZ and the students of Webber International University’s FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America) chapter head to Orlando to take part in the State Leadership Conference. This 
year, the 27 students who represented Webber did exceptionally well, bringing home top club and individual 
honors in 17 categories. 
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WEBBER FBLA CHAPTER WEBBER FBLA CHAPTER 
TAKES HONORS AT STATE TAKES HONORS AT STATE 
CONFERENCECONFERENCE

and Natalie Bartek, who each took first place 
in two of the group presentation categories. 
Together with Chase Muniz, the students took 
the prize for Community Service. Acuna then 
also won in Digital Media working with Bryce 
Gerber, while Bartek and Paysee Crow took first 
place for Social Media Marketing. 

Another important aspect of attending these 
conferences is the chance for students to begin 
building their professional network. There are 
representatives from numerous businesses 
that operate in the Orlando area present at 
the gathering to lend their expertise to the 
competitions. AdventHealth, Amway Center, 
Withum Group, Sea World, and Hilton Orlando 
are a few of the companies that attended the 
State Leadership Conference.

“They never know who they’re going to 
meet,” says Muniz. “There are people from all 
different types of industries that come to our 
meetings.”
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Tickets are only $50 per person, 
and for alumni who have graduated 
since 2021, entry is free. This is a great 
opportunity to see how the campus 
has developed in the time since you 
graduated while showing your support 
for our amazing football program.

Under the leadership of head football 
Coach Eric Potochney, the Webber 
football team has had an outstanding 
few years and is enthusiastic about 
what the future holds for the Warriors. 
Our alumni who continue to support 
Webber’s athletic teams play a major 
role in the success of these talented 
young athletes. 

Sponsors and contributors have 
been given the honor of naming rights 
to areas such as the locker rooms and 
field house. Most recently, supporters 

of Webber’s Warriors made possible 
a cabana area from which the truly 
dedicated fans can enjoy home games. 
The covered cabanas can be rented out 
for an entire season and provide an 
ideal vantage point from which to view 
a football game, plus they come with 
premium, reserved parking access. 

The event is another opportunity 
for fans, supporters, and alumni to get 
together for some relaxed socializing 
and maybe some reminiscing with old 
friends and former mentors. Webber 
apparel, souvenirs, and other goods 
from local sponsors will be available as 
raffle prizes and up for bidding in the 
silent auction.

“It’s a nice evening to have a good 
dinner, and a chance to reconnect,” says 
Potochney. 

“That’s the biggest part of our 
program, and a lot of other programs 
– the relationships that a lot of our 
players and student athletes have made 
throughout the years being here. This 
gives them a chance to reconnect on a 
face-to-face basis instead of sending a 
text message or through social media.”

Tickets are only available online and 
can be purchased at www.eventbrite.
com (search for “Webber Football 
Alumni & Supporters Dinner). If you 
have any questions about the event, or 
if you’d like more information about 
the cabanas or other sponsorship 
opportunities to show your support for 
the Warriors, please contact Potochney 
at 863- 734-1548 or by email at 
PotochneyES@Webber.edu. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their families to show them around 
the campus where so many formative 
experiences and unforgettable memories 
took place during their student years 
in Babson Park. Be sure to let your 
friends and fellow Webber alumni and 
supporters know you’ll be there!   

hHEY, WARRIORS ALUMNI AND FANS – mark your calendars 
for Saturday, June 10! Webber International University is hosting its 
Webber Football Alumni and Supporters Dinner, and it’s sure to be a 
fantastic evening of great food, fun times, exciting raffles, auctions, and 
old friends.

athleticsathletics

WebberWebber
ALUMNI FOOTBALL DINNER:  ALUMNI FOOTBALL DINNER:  

by TERESA SCHIFFER

      Helping the  Helping the  
Warriors of Tomorrow
Warriors of Tomorrow

POTOCHNEY
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Save the Date for the 
WEBBER FOOTBALL ALUMNI & WEBBER FOOTBALL ALUMNI & 

SUPPORTERS DINNERSUPPORTERS DINNER
Saturday, June 10, 2023  |  5-10 p.m.

Yentes Center on Webber International University campus
1201 North Scenic Highway, Babson Park, FL, 33827 

For more information, contact Coach Potochney at 863-734-1548 or PotochneyES@webber.edu
Tickets:  

www.eventbrite.com/e/webber-football-alumni-supporters-dinner-tickets-543021962307

athleticsathletics

FOOTBALL FOOTBALL 
20232023

WebberWebber
August 26
AWAY  

@ St. Andrews

September 2
HOME  

vs. Cumberland 
1:30 p.m.

September 30
HOME  

vs. St. Thomas 
1:30 p.m.

October 28
HOME  

vs. Thomas 
1:30 p.m.

November 4
AWAY  

@ Keiser

November 11
HOME  

vs. Keiser  
University 
1:30 p.m.

September 9
AWAY  

@ Stetson
7 p.m.

October 7
HOME  

vs. Southeastern 
1:30 p.m.

September 16
BYE  

October 14
AWAY  

@ Ave Maria 

September 23
BYE  

October 21
AWAY  

@ Florida  
Memorial 

      Helping the  Helping the  
Warriors of Tomorrow
Warriors of Tomorrow
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#WHATSUPWEBBERWEDNESDAY#WHATSUPWEBBERWEDNESDAY
We want to hear from you! Your fellow a
lumni want to hear from you!  Follow us 

on Webber Alumni’s Facebook and Instagram 
pages to stay connected to your alma mater.

 f @webberalumni

KAREN (GINGER) KUEHL LESTER

ERIK FLORES

DEPUTY THORNTONFRANCESCA MASCALI

EBONEE WILSON

TERRY GAITOR III MATT WISEMAN
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#WHATSUPWEBBERWEDNESDAY#WHATSUPWEBBERWEDNESDAY

 l @webber_alumni

If you would like to be featured on 
#WhatsUpWebberWednesday, send 
us a message on social media or at 
alumnimailbox@webber.edu

TONYA WHITE

KENDELLE KNAPP

MANNY RODRIGUEZ

BRIGETTA COOK

MATT WISEMAN
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But for Coach Martin Collin, even though 
last season, by many measures, was the school’s 
best season in history, it wasn’t too much of a 
surprise.

“This is something that has been building 
since 2017, and now we have built a culture 
where getting into the postseason tournament 
is kind of expected,” says Collin, a 2006 Webber 
alum from Winter Haven. “It’s not a matter of 
getting to the World Series now, it’s a matter of 
winning it.”

The 2022 season saw the Warriors come as 
close as anyone in school history, but early in the 
season, Collin knew something was not quite 
right.

“We were doing positive things, but still there 
was something missing,” he says. “And when 
we got into the conference schedule, we just 
couldn’t seem to find it. We would show pieces of 
greatness, but wouldn’t be able to finish.”

After getting swept by Keiser and losing 
a lead in the seventh inning to conference 
powerhouse Southeastern, Collin and the team 
knew they had to get it together. And they did, 
winning their final three conference series to 

close out the regular season and get an at-large 
bid to the postseason tournament.

In the regional tournament, the Warriors 
faced elimination against St. Thomas. But a 
season-saving 9-run ninth inning blew the game 
open and sent Webber to the NAIA World Series. 

Once there, the team dropped its opener 
against Faulkner, putting the Warriors in a tough 
spot.

“To go down 0-1 in that type of tournament, 
a lot of teams would fold,” he says. “But we’ve 
always said ‘you’re not in the tournament until 
you win’.”

And win they did. The team beat Westmont 
and Georgia Gwinnett before losing to eventual 
champion Tennessee Wesleyan.

“Even though we went 2-2 and didn’t win 
the tournament, we never felt like we were 
outmanned,” says Collin. “Overall it was a great 
experience and that team genuinely enjoyed 
playing with each other.”

The World Series run was doubly satisfying, 
says Collin, because Brad Niethammer — the 
man who started the Webber baseball program 
before becoming the school’s current athletic 

director — was able to witness Webber’s first 
World Series appearance.

“To have him at the national tournament and 
to be able to see Webber play was really special,” 
says Collin. “He started the program, so to be 
there was kind of like the culmination of a lot of 
work.”

And now, for the 2023 season, Collin and 
the Warriors are looking to get back. The team 
opened the season with 11 straight wins en route 
to a 20-3 record in the first half of the season.

A large chunk of players returned from last 
year’s World Series team, including the team’s 
top two weekend pitchers in Dylan Martin and 
Xavier Rodriguez, as well as its closer in Dawson 
Young. Other key returners include Tommy Diaz 
at catcher, Angel Diaz, Luis Acevedo, and Drake 
Dobiyashi. 

“We tried to fill in with guys we knew could 
gel well with our returning players and had the 
same path of success,” says Collin. “We added 
depth to go around.”

“I think this year’s group has a good 
understanding of the game,” Collin says. “They 
each have a philosophy of ‘I’m greater than no 
one, and no one is greater than me.’ They are 
confident, yet humble. And they know what it 
takes.”  

by TIM CRAIG

tTHE WEBBER BASEBALL PROGRAM entered the 2023 season in the 
shadow of a milestone 2022 campaign that saw the team win a record-high 
43 games and win two games in the NAIA National Tournament — the 
deepest run in school history.

IT’S NOT IF, BUT WHEN: IT’S NOT IF, BUT WHEN: 

WARRIOR BASEBALL WARRIOR BASEBALL 
TAKES WINNING TO TAKES WINNING TO 
A NATIONAL LEVELA NATIONAL LEVEL
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After all, the Lady Warriors were coming off a 
red-hot season that saw the team play in the NAIA 
World Series, finish with a 42-24 record, win Sun 
Conference Tournament Championship, and 
regional championship, as well as All-American 
and All-Conference honors for its pitcher and All-
Conference honors for four other players.

But as Buckingham knew from his two-
decade career as a collegiate softball coach, while 
expectations would be high, transitions are tricky. 

The 2023 Warriors lost six starters from last 
year’s squad, including All-America pitcher Kayla 
Swinson, who finished with 23 wins — good 
enough for 10th in the nation — a 0.88 ERA, 173 
strikeouts and 10 shutouts.

Also gone were All Conference players 
Mary-Margaret Maggard, who led the team with 
a .351 batting average as well as in runs scored, 
doubles, triples and home runs. Outfielder Kelsea 
Friend graduated as the only player to appear 
in all 56 games last year, while third baseman 
Abigail Thompson finished her senior season 
leading the team with 34 RBI and Second-Team 
All-Conference honors. 

“As I looked at the roster, I noticed that a 

number of players were returning, but there wasn’t 
a lot of game experience,” says Buckingham. “They 
basically got a good look at last year’s winning 
team. They weren’t tested themselves.” 

Buckingham also shuffled two of the three 
returning starters to different positions this year to 
better match his offensive and defensive strategy.

Leading the way is returning three-year 
starter Maddie Houtz. The senior catcher carries 
a .346 career batting average as the anchor for 
the team. Junior Brandy Barquin, who split time 
playing first and third last year, moved to first 
base permanently. Senior Genesis Aviles moved 
to shortstop this season.

The three starters from last year have 
provided leadership for the rest of the team. 
“They are doing everything they can to help 
their teammates and are leading by example,” he 
says. “I’m thrilled at the level of excitement and 
dedication these players have to this program.”

Junior outfielder Haley Saylor is also 
providing an offensive spark, says Buckingham. 
Saylor had an 8-game hitting streak earlier this 
season. “I’m proud that she is becoming a more 
vocal leader for this team,” he says.

On the mound, the Lady Warriors are 
anchored by returner Jenna Chaudoin, who 
threw some key innings in last year’s regional 
championship game and provides a steady 
presence with the overall young pitching staff.

Despite the shuffling and new players in new 
slots, the transition to the Buckingham era has 
been overall positive.

“The players have been excited and open-
minded to the different ideas and philosophies 
we’re trying to bring to the program,” says 
Buckingham. “We are going to be where we 
want to be at the end, I’m just not sure what the 
journey will look like.”

The team was tested this season early — its 
first 10 games were against preseason Top 25 
schools. Yet, despite the hardships, Buckingham 
knows he’s in the right place. He knew it when he 
stepped on campus.

“There are some amazing people here,” he 
says. “If someone were a fly on the wall watching 
the team and I interact, they wouldn’t realize that 
I’ve only been here since August,” he says. “I told 
my wife that this was the first head coaching job 
I’ve had where, when the season started, I didn’t 
say, ‘Why did I come here?’ Instead, this feels like 
a place I want to coach for the rest of my career.”

by TIM CRAIG

fFIRST-YEAR SOFTBALL COACH Todd Buckingham knew when he 
stepped on campus in the summer of 2022, he would be stepping into some 
big shoes.

FIRST-YEAR SOFTBALL COACH GUIDES  FIRST-YEAR SOFTBALL COACH GUIDES  
TEAM THROUGH TRICKY TRANSITIONTEAM THROUGH TRICKY TRANSITION

athleticsathletics
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SHARE YOUR SUCCESS CLASS NOTES SUBMISSION FORM
Deadline for the next issue is January 31, 2024

Name (First/Maiden/Curent Last Name) ____________________________________________________________ Class Year______

Title ____________________________________________________________  Employer___________________________________

Spouse Name (First/Maiden/Curent Last Name) _____________________________________________________ Class Year______

Email _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________________________ State_____ Zip____________

Phone (Home) _______________________________________________  (Work)_________________________________________

Photos are welcome! (Please send non-returnable photos)
Here are some examples of news for alumni to share:

• Job changes, promotions, or retirements    • Publications, studio recordings, art exhibitions, etc.
• Awards and other milestones (professional or recreational)  • New service projects, civic appointments, etc.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact the Department of Alumni Affairs • Email: alumnimailbox@Webber.edu
Webber International University Advancement Department • 1201 N. Scenic Hwy. • Babson Park, Florida 33827
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SHOW YOURSHOW YOUR

Find the latest Webber apparel, souvenirs, and 
gifts at the Webber bookstore. 

Visit us on campus in the Learning Commons building.

Warrior PrideWarrior Pride
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Fall 2023
Location
& Date:  
TBA

Camilla Camilla 
SocietySociety
LuncheonLuncheon

December  
2023  
Date: TBA
Location:   
Yentes Center on  
Webber campus

Dates and 
details as they 
become available: 
www.Webber.
edu/alumni

ALUMNI
WEEKEND
November 11, 2023
Location: Webber campus

Giving Day
November 28 (Giving Tuesday)

Give back to the institution behind  
your success! 

Scan the QR code to learn how you can give 
back to Webber International University!

webber.edu/giving

Camilla Society  
donors are individuals  
making gifts of $1,000 or more 
to the Webber Annual Fund.

SAVE THE DATE 

Entries and sponsorships are available.  
To learn more and register,  
email reisrj2@webber.edu

President’s  
Golf Tournament

Dates and details as they become available:  
Webber.edu/alumni
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 Friends of Webber

Abraham, Tifini Leigh
Adamson, Janice
Bartlett, Benton
Bassett, Karen
Ben Hill Griffin, Inc.
Brumbaugh, Melissa
Cicchetto, Joseph & Cindy
Clark, Jane H.
Culver, Jay
Dancy, Gerlinde
Ellis, Carol
Fowler, Theodore Phelps
Gerlach, Elizabeth Dey
Heath, Bill
Jahna Foundation
Jahna, James
Johnson, Tonya White

Jones, Jackie
Lawrie, Jeanne
Luca-Payne, Tina
Morrell, Grady
Murphy, Stephanie
Murray, Phil and Bernadette
Paddock, Josie Paulus
Pizzano’s Pizza Inc.
RetailFirst Insurance Group
Reis, Ryan
Strickler, Joe
Wells, Maria
Windley, Ann McKeehan
Woolverton, Cecile
Yentes, Rex
Young, Judith

Friends of Webber, we thank you for your continued support.



For a list of Friends of Webber, please turn to page 47For a list of Friends of Webber, please turn to page 47

FOR YOUR GIFT,  WE SAY…

Thank You

GIVE BY MAIL
Webber International University

Institutional Advancement Office
1201 North Scenic Highway

Babson Park, FL 33827 

WEBBER ANNUAL FUND 
The same global appeal, intimate classes, and applied learning that brought 
you to Warrior ground continues today.  Becoming an advocate for Webber 
International University enables us to carry on the highest standards of 
excellence in education while fostering competitive leadership through hands-
on training and athletic programs.  Your continued support enables current 
and future students to achieve success in the real world.

Please consider making a contribution to the Webber Annual Fund. The 
commitment of all of us who are closest to Webber and know it best will 
motivate and inspire other donors as they consider supporting the University.

GIVE ONLINE

Donations can be made online at 
webber.edu/giving
 or by scanning the QR code here.


